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Overview

What is Open Source Software?

What is the Open Source Business Model?

Why Use Open Source Software?

Examples of Open Source Software for the Law Practice
Operating Systems

Office Software

Case Management Software

Time-Tracking & Invoicing

Accounting

Video Conferencing | Online File Storage/Transfer | Cybersecurity | ...
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What is Open Source Software?

Open Source Software is:
Code that is provided under an Open Source License

Wide Variety of Licenses that you can see at:  https://opensource.org/

Free Redistribution

Source Code

Derived Works

Integrity of the Author’s Source Code

No Discrimination Against Persons or Groups

No Discrimination Against Fields of Endeavor

Distribution of the License

License Must Not Be Specific to a Product

License Must Not Restrict Other Software

License Must Be Technology-Neutral

i.e., Code that is Licensed to be Widely Available – Permanently!
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Successful Open Source Business Models

Support and Services
Red Hat & Canonical

Advertisement Partnerships
Firefox

Paid Additional Features
“Pro” version, “Enterprise Version”

SaaS

Donationware
Pay-What-You-Want (works for smaller 
projects)
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Why Use Open Source Software?

Lower Cost of Ownership

No ethics issues
Potential or Real

No Vendor Lock-in
Generally plays nice with everyone

Upgrades are Free

Try it (extensively) before you adopt it

Some have features not available in 
commercial software

Not reliant on one vendor for access
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Open Source is Different

You get a bevy of choices
Far more than you are (likely) used to

Because the licensing is different, you can get some unique solutions

You can ask the developers to add a feature

You have the chance to add the features yourself

The user-forums tend to be all that you need for support

Because of license scheme, you can use open source software in very 
different ways that can help reduce the potential for ethics violations and 
privilege problems
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Examples

Software Closed Source Open Source Equivalents

OS Windows / Mac Linux / BSD (over 100 different distributions)

Office Office / iWork LibreOffice / WPS Office

Case Management Clio / etc. Plone / Odoo / OpenProject / NextCloud + addons

Time / Invoicing InvoiceNinja / InvoicePlane / OSB / Bamboo

Accounting Quickbooks GnuCash

Videoconferencing Zoom Jitsi / Rocket.chat / NextCloud Talk

E-Discovery Lofickull et al. FreeED

Online Storage DropBox / Box NextCloud / ownCloud / OnionShare & many more

Web Browsers Edge / Safari Firefox / Chromium / Brave / Dooble & many more

https://distrowatch.com/
https://libreoffice.org/
https://www.wps.com/
https://plone.org/
https://www.odoo.com/
https://openproject.org/
https://apps.nextcloud.com/categories/organization
https://www.invoiceninja.com/
https://www.invoiceplane.com/
https://opensourcebilling.org/
https://www.bambooinvoice.net/
https://gnucash.org/
https://jitsi.org/
https://rocket.chat/
https://nextcloud.com/talk/
http://www.freeeed.org/
https://nextcloud.com/
https://owncloud.org/
https://onionshare.org/
https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/
https://www.chromium.org/
https://brave.com/
https://textbrowser.github.io/dooble/
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Examples

Software Closed Source Open Source Equivalents

Image Editing Photoshop The GIMP / Imagemagik / Inkscape

OCR Tesseract

Bates Labeling Bates-a-PDF / 

PDF Viewing Adobe Acrobat Evince / Okular / SumatraPDF

Desktop Publishing Publish Scribus

PDF Manipulation Acrobat / Preview PDFtk

PSF Creation Acrobat LibreOffice / Scribus / Inkscape / GIMP

PDF Editing Acrobat LibreOffice Draw / Inkscape / PDFedit 

PDF Annotation Acrobat Xournal

https://www.gimp.org/
https://imagemagick.org/index.php
https://inkscape.org/en/
https://github.com/tesseract-ocr
http://www.hildstrom.com/projects/bates-number-a-pdf/
https://wiki.gnome.org/Apps/Evince
https://okular.kde.org/
https://github.com/sumatrapdfreader/sumatrapdf
https://www.scribus.net/
http://pdfedit.cz/en/index.html
http://xournal.sourceforge.net/


14



15

Additinal Sources

Open Source Projects (just scratching the surface)
Opensource.com

GitHub 

Legalese 

LexNLP

PDFtk

https://opensource.com/resources/projects-and-applications
https://github.com/
https://legalese.com/
https://contraxsuite.com/lexnlp/
https://www.pdflabs.com/
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Ronald L. Chichester, Esq.
713-302-1679 (cell)
302-648-2418 (Google Voice)
ron@texascomputerlaw.com 
https://texascomputerlaw.com/
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